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What is NEMO? 

  Founded in 1992 

  An informal network of nationwide museums 
associations and similar bodies representing the 
museum community in Europe and beyond 

 

ABOUT. 
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ABOUT. 

Who are the Members of NEMO? 

 National museums associations 

 NGOs working for museums on a  
national scale 

 National government bodies responsible  
for museums 

 Associated members: individual  
museums, interest groups,  
other European organisations 

 Scope: Council of Europe  
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We want 
 

museums to be able to exploit their 
potential to contribute to a broader social 
agenda 

 
museum collections to be as widely 
accessible as possible to all citizens 
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We want 
 

museums to be recognised as an 
important deliverer of formal and informal 
learning 
 
museums to be recognised for the 
economic value they produce 
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What does NEMO do? 
 

• advocate 

• share 

• train 

• collaborate 



CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES 

1) Learning Exchanges 

• hosted by national museum organisations 

• to visit and exchange expertise, find common approaches 

2) International Training Courses 
• on business models and good management of museums and 

museum organisations 

3) Open webinars for museum professionals 
• on audience development, new media, digital strategies etc. 

4) NEMO Working Groups  
• on Museum Education, Copyrights and Creative Economy 

 

 



- Lack of expertise: legal aspects  

- Lack of expertise: managing IPR 

- Lack of resources: staff, time, money… 

- Unclear rights situation: eg. orphan works, 
different legislation in different countries… 
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Obstacles for museums 

 



Why? 

European and national governments are re-thinking their 
approach to copyright. Museums need to be involved in the 
discussion! 

 

How? 

• Get an overview of situation of museums dealing with 
copyright in Europe via survey 

• Survey ran from April-May 2015 

• About 90 museums from 20 countries in Europe responded 
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NEMO IPR Survey 



Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) legislation across 
Europe is seen as 
 

complicated 
 

expensive 
 

outdated 
 

unfair 
  
 



In general, IPR legislation across Europe is 
- unclear 
- differs from State to State 

  
 



- High cost for clearing rights for each work or 
collection 

- Tariffs frequently found to be excessive  

 



- Copyright licenses not adjusted to modern 
technical standards 

- Existing exceptions usually don’t support online 
access to collections 



- Unreasonable conditions placed on heritage 
organisations in service of society 

- No differentiation between commercial and non-
commercial purposes 
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We need a harmonized, technology neutral, 
European licensing and copyright agreement 
for heritage organisations and museums. 
 



Museums and heritage institutions should 
be part of the discussion with Governments 
when they seek to alter copyright legislation. 
 
 

Copyright issues have to be part of 
discussion of bodies dealing with European 
culture policy 
  
 



Funding for training of museum staff in copyright awareness 
and for building capacity in museums to manage copyright. 
 
Appropriate legislation to promote image databases for reuse.  
No licenses for permission for data mining, core meta-data and 
hyperlinks for non-commercial purposes.  
 
Licenses should generally include agreement for analogue and 
digital use. Differentiation between re-use for commercial and 
non-commercial purposes. 
 
The EU Orphan Works Directive should be revisited for its 
feasibility. 
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Next steps… DISCUSS! 

EU Council‘s 
Cultural Affairs 

Committee (CAC) 

Museums in 
Europe 

Museum and 
Heritage  

Organisations in 
Europe 

EU presidencies 





ne-mo.org 

Thank you! 


