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Once upon a time....







Copyright 
principles



Gapless sequence 
of transfers or 

grants of suitable 
rights 



from the creator 
to the user 



Cultural Heritage



works whose 
exploitation cycle 
has ended long 

ago



Legal 
Uncertainties





But who cares?



Archives, 
museums and  

libraries



Copyright



Origin of rights



Transfer of rights



Copyright by...



Aggregated 
work



Copyright law 
and good faith



No bona-fide 
aquisition



No usucapion



No healing of 
flawed 

transactions 



lNo formalities



No or bad 
documentation



lLong copyright 
protection terms



Bankruptcies and 
succession 

Wars



lLegal 
uncertainties



lUse not allowed



lPractice



Pragmatism



Copyright risk 
management



lConsequences



More effort for 
clearing rights?



Good for lawers



Not solving the 
problem









 
Right clearence of 

each and every 
item is impossible



Fair Use



Limitations and 
exeptions



Extended 
collective licence





Europes cultural 
heritage is loosing 
its  standing in the 

world



Thank you for your attention 

Dr. Paul Klimpel
iRights.law – Advocates for the digital world 

www.irights-law.de
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