
Major rendez-vous of the electronic cultures and the new art forms, the
Emergences festival brings together every year in Paris the French and internatio-
nal actors of digital creation. Pioneer of new artistic territories in all disciplines,
Emergences follows through this year SmartCity, its artistic programme.

SmartCity is a European project with a focus on production and artistic distribution.
At the forefront of new practices and technological innovation, SmartCity investigates
new possibilities of artistic intervention in the urban space and offers an alternative
vision of a balanced and sustainable city, focused on the citizen.

The festival has chosen this year to deal with urban activism and the role of artists and
citizens in the city construction. SmartCity programme is inspired from unusual, anti-
authority, non violent and sometimes playful actions, which have been rising for a while
in big metropolises. Groups as "Jeudi Noir", "Robins des Toits", "Les brigades activis-
tes de clowns", or "Clan du néon" are initiators of this kind of actions.

Between urban planning, architecture, activism, sociology, visual arts and multimedia
creation, festival activities take place in 2008 in two territories: the Cité Internationale
Universitaire de Paris and the Parc de la Villette. 

The programme features an international conference on September 30th at the
Cité Internationale, a series of workshops and artistic experiments on the territo-
ries of the Cité Internationale and the Parc de la Villette taking place during September.
A multidisciplinary event is scheduled at the end of September with an 'avant-
garde' and festive programme on SmartCity.

/// International conference > September 30th, 2008
In association with the Cité Internationale and "Villes 2.0", the research programme of
the FING (Internet Foundation New Generation), SmartCity encounter invites French
and international artists to present meaningful and innovative multidisciplinary art pro-
jects. Personalities involved in urban development, architects, artists, elected represen-
tatives, industrials and philosophers debate around topics on SmartCity and the citizen
commitment. 

PRESS RELEASE

SMARTCITY
From September 1st to October 5th | 6th edition
Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris | Parc de la Villette

Conference | Artistic worshops | Wandering | Multidisciplinary event

Information:

> International conference
Tuesday, September 30th > 10am - 6pm
Cité internationale universitaire de Paris
Maison internationale - salon Honnorat
RER B or tramway - Metro station: Cité univer-
sitaire

> Artistic workshops
September to July, 2008
Parc de la Villette
Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris 

> Multidisciplinary event
At the end of September
Location and date to be confirmed

July 31st, 2008
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/// Artistic workshops > September, 2008
Built up in close connection with the Cité Internationale territory and its environment,
the artistic workshops result from the work of a core team of artists, geographers,
landscape architects and engineers, immersed in the territory. Their approach associa-
tes the inhabitants and local or militant groups and is based on 5 programmes:

- "CityScan | Sensitive and digital cartography of the territory": a large urban
study is led on the territory of the Cité Internationale / Gentilly. Participants collect and
analyze varied datas: sensitive, digital, urban, architectural, patrimonial, sociological
and economic…

- "Playgreen | Art, city and nature": this artistic workshop intends to give a real
place to the nature in the city, mixing aesthetic, militant, social approaches at the same
time and using the new technologies.

- "Invisibles | Artistic and committed pictograms on the invisible urban pol-
lutions": electromagnetic radiations, air quality, CCTV: such a large range of creative
materials for graphic designers and committed artists.

- "CityPlug | Installation-conference for 20 screens directly connected to
the territory": SmartCity encounter is a monumental multimedia setting-up, plaun-
ging speakers and public into the heart of the territory. 

- "Metamembrana": the Catalan artist and performer Marcel.lí Antúnez Roca is invi-
ted to adapt his last interactive audiovisual installation to the territory of the Cité
Internationale.

/// Multidisciplinary event > at the End of September 
Installations, concerts, performances 
Location and date to be confirmed

Guerrilla gardening, flash mob and booming, graphic designers' commando groups,
teams of activist performers, temporary appropriation of public spaces, cross booking,
urban game art, construction of ephemeral meeting or living places, etc., the urban
activism takes varied forms. Committed artists and urbanists coming from Europe take
part in this new edition of Emergences festival, disturbing and pro-active.

Emergences festival and SmartCity project are realised by Dedale within the framework
of the European Year of the intercultural dialogue and the French Presidency of
European Union. They are supported by the French Ministry of Culture, the Ile-de-
France Region and the City hall of Paris within the framework of 2008 Paris Europe
label.

Further information:
Dedale ¦ new art forms and new media 
http: // www.festival-emergences.info
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