
• Promotes and develops 
the Michael portal

The European catalogue 
of online digitized cultural
collections offers access to 
over 10.000 collections of high
quality cultural content from
archives, museums, libraries etc,
bringing together national
initiatives from across Europe.

• Participates in major 
European initiatives

Michael Culture Association 
aims at enhancing the digitization
and promotion of European
cultural heritage. 
It is participating in the ongoing
construction of Europeana, 
the European Digital Library. 
The association is a member 
of the executive committee 
of the EDL foundation and 
is also a partner in major
European projects. 

Minerva 
European network 
for digitization
and dissemination 
of cultural heritage

www.minervaeurope.org

The Minerva
Network

Austria • Belgium • Bulgaria • Czech Republic • Estonia • Finland •

France • Germany • Greece • Hungary • Ireland • Italy • Latvia •

Luxembourg • Malta • Norway • Poland • Portugal • Slovak
Republic • Slovenia • Spain • Sweden • United Kingdom

Azerbaijan • Egypt • Jordan • Israel
Morocco • Russian Federation • Turkey

in Europe

outside Europe
www.michael-culture.eu 

contact
info@michael-culture.eu

A not-for-profit
organisation, 
founded in April 2007
under Belgian law. 

• Supports the Minerva network of
European professionals working
on digital cultural heritage. 

It federates professionals 
and experts through support and
development of the transmission
and exchange of information, 
via publications, conferences 
and events. It has members from 
all over Europe, including public
agencies, cultural institutions 
and private organisations. 

With the support of the Culture Programme 
of the European Commission

Board Members

Christophe Dessaux President - Ministère de la Culture et de la Communication, France

Rossella Caffo Vice-President - ICCU Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali, Italy

Pier Giacomo Sola Treasurer - Amitié, Italy

Stéphane Cagnot Vice-Treasurer - Dédale, France

Monika Hagedorn-Saupe Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz (SPK), Germany

Maria Sliwinska Stowarzyszenie Miedzynarodowe Centrum Zarzàdzania Informacjà, Poland

It gathers more than 
20 European countries,
supported by hundreds 
of cultural institutions

11 are active members 
of the Michael Culture
Association

athena
Access to cultural heritage 
networks across Europe

Linked
Heritage

JOIN
Michael 
Culture
Association
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Minerva is a thematic network of
European professionals working
on digital cultural heritage,
bringing together stakeholders
and experts from all over Europe. 
Minerva Network is supported 
by Michael Culture Association,
created in April 2007 
and devoted to European cultural
heritage valorisation.
The Minerva Project was
launched in 2002, following 
the Lund Action Plan. It brought
together stakeholders and
experts from all over Europe. 

Objectives
The general objectives 
of the network are:

• Contribute to structure the field
of professionals working on
digitization of cultural heritage

• Improve accessibility to and
visibility of European digital
cultural resources;

• Support the development of 
the European Digital Library for
accessing cultural resources;

• Improve the quality of content
and services

• Promote the use of digital
cultural resources by business
and citizens;

• Facilitate exploitation of cultural
digital resources, providing 
clear rules for their use 
and re-use, respecting and
protecting the creators’ rights. 

Target users
The beneficiaries of the actions 
of the project are:

• public and private organisations
and institutions that create,
collect or own digital content;

• private citizens, interested 
in receiving quality contents,
reliable and directly responding
to their interests;

• universities and schools wanting
to use cultural contents 
for educational purposes in 
a legal and safe environment;

• small and large enterprises
interested in re-use digital
content for adding value in
commercial activities and exploit
digital content resources 
to create services.

Working groups 
Minerva network gathers
national experts named 
by member countries. 

They are involved in 4 European
thematic working groups: 

Publications
Minerva promotes an editorial
collection in order to supply the
widest visibility to the results of
its working groups and activities

Dissemination 
and cooperation
Meetings, conferences and
workshops are periodically
organised in the countries 
joining the network

Website
The Minerva website (MINERVA knowledge base)
promotes and disseminates activities, information 
on past and upcoming events, news of interest 
to the community, reports, presentations, training
materials and documentation on best practices 
in the field of innovative services

www.minervaeurope.org

Minerva
European network 
for digitization
and dissemination 
of cultural heritage

The project was then extended, 
in the framework of the European
Commission initiative “i2010 – 
A European Information Society 
for growth and employment”. 
Minerva network gathers
more than 100 cultural
institutions in over 20 countries
throughout Europe and beyond. 
The main goals of Minerva
Network are to develop the
network of professionals working
in the field of cultural heritage
digitization, to increase their
awareness and competences 

on digitization of cultural heritage
and innovative services, and to
communicate and to disseminate
best practices among them. 
To achieve these goals, the
activities of Minerva network 
rely on the organisation 
of conferences, workshops and
training sessions, networking,
publication of guidelines and
handbooks on digitization,
dissemination of cultural 
heritage and communication
towards professionals. 
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MINERVA Lund 
Action 
Plan

1 Multilingualism

2 Innovative services 
and best practices

3 Interoperability - reuse
and linked data

4 New services for 
the research field
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