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https://youtu.be/kbMq
WXnpXcA 



The Louvre museum: key stats 

65,000 m² of exhibition galleries 
 
35,000 exhibits / 400,000+ items in the collection 
 
8 curatorial departments (Egyptian antiquities, Near Eastern antiquities, Greek, 
Etruscan and Roman antiquities, Islamic Art, Paintings, Sculptures, Prints & Drawings,  
Decorative Arts) and an associated national museum (Musée Eugène Delacroix) 
 
8M+ visitors each year 

• 30% are French, 70% come from abroad 
• 70% are first-time visitors 

 
10+ temporary exhibitions per year 
 
The Tuileries Gardens: 25 ha (0.25 km²) of greenery in the heart of the city 
 
2,200+ staff including 1,500 museum attendants 
 
 



Coordinating digital innovation at the Louvre  

 
In 2017, the Louvre established its first digital steering committee, with members 

of the curatorial departments, operational departments and the IT department.  
 

 
The  Louvre’s digital steering committee: 
- Delineates the museum’s digital strategy 

- Organizes  “knowledge hubs”, i.e. staff sharing a specific group of digital  

skills who will focus on specific issues such as “enhancing visitor 

experience” and who will steer related projects 

- Prioritizes projects 

- Monitors project advancement 



The Editorial and Documentary Resource Division 

Libraries 
Coordinating the Louvre’s 10 research libraries, hosting more than 200,00 books and 
periodicals, open to in-house staff and outside researchers. 

Translations 
Providing multilingual resources for our non-French speaking public: gallery labels and 
panels, interpretation tools in the gallery, audioguide, websites, apps, press releases, 
research papers....into more than 10 languages (English, Spanish, German, Italian, 
Portuguese, Russian, Dutch, Chinese, Japanese, Korean,...) 

Collection databases 
Managing and disseminating scientific metadata relating to the Louvre’s collections. 

Images of the collections 
2D and 3D-digitization of artworks in the collections. 

Within the Research and Collections Department, we coordinate: 



Enhancing artwork dissemination 

The Louvre was one of the first museums to launch its official website in 1995. 
 
The Atlas database of exhibited artworks is still widely used by visitors and 
researchers alike. 

http://cartelen.louvre.fr 



Enhancing artwork dissemination 

2018: the Louvre’s collection made available to its 2,200 staff 



Enhancing artwork dissemination 



Enhancing artwork dissemination 

2019: launch of the web version of Online Collections 

Stakes and ambition: 
 
- Providing accurate and up-to-date data about the Louvre’s collection 

 
- Allowing researchers to prepare their request to access artwork currently in storage 

 
- Allowing the wider public to navigate our complex collections 

 
 What the project will focus on: 
 

- Simple and user-friendly interface (Focus groups) 
 

- Permanent identifiers (ARK) 
 
- Aligning the Louvre’s highly specific thesauri with other international thesauri, by 

leveraging the Ministry’s existing tools 
 

- Interoperability (with  the Ministry’s aggregator and Europeana….) 
 



Enhancing artwork dissemination 

The ReACH initiative: an ongoing effort by cultural 
institutions to encourage digital dissemination 
 
A global research program exploring the digital reproduction of 
cultural heritage, launched by the V&A in 2017 and supported by 
the Louvre and other key partners. 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/research/projects/reach-reproduction-of-art-and-cultural-heritage 

 
Dec 2017: signature of a joint declaration by prominent 
museums and institutions Louvre Museum, Smithsonian 
Institution, State Hermitage Museum, Vorderasiatisches  Museum, 
Warburg Institute, Yale Institute for the Preservation of Cultural 
Heritage. 

Core message: stewards of artworks and cultural  heritage should 
leverage digital technologies to foster and enhance public 
engagement with artworks and scientific knowledge 





Fostering digital collaboration on research projects 

The RIM project: a descriptive index of iconographic motifs on Meroitic 
artefacts 
Project director: Vincent Rondot, director of the Department of Egyptian 
antiquities  



Digitizing the collections 

3D-digitizing: pendant with the name of King Osorkon II 

https://www.photo.rmn.fr/archive/R5N338960-2CO5S90RLXAW.html 



3D-digitizing: Sethos I’s panel 

Digitizing the collections 



Endangered heritage 

3D modeling: recreating the palace of Darius in Susa 

Photo credit:s Musée du Louvre / Angèle Dequier; Musée du Louvre / Raphaël Chipault 



Endangered heritage 

3D modeling: recreating the palace of Darius in Susa 



Endangered heritage 

Eternal Sites, 2016: combining physical and digital exhibits 

Photo credit: Rmn-
Grand Palais; Iconem 



Endangered heritage 

Credit: Iconem 

Eternal Sites, 2016: combining physical and digital exhibits 



 

- Making the librairie’s catalogues available online 

- Publishing 60% of the Louvre’s collection on the web 

- Providing engaging interpretative resources based on current research 

- Leveraging the tools made available by the French Ministry of Culture and 

other structure 

- Developing tools to allow collaborative research in an international context 

- Using digital technology to bring endangered heritage to the forefront 
 

2017 – 2019: bringing core projects to fruition 



Research and Collections Department 
Editorial and Documentary Resources Division 
 
Anne-Myrtille Renoux 
Division head 
Anne-Myrtlile.Renoux@louvre.fr 
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